Panel dates
We have started to schedule panel dates to take place between June 2012 and September 2013. All panels in 2012 are currently full but there is still some availability in 2013. Please email us if you are already an assessor and would like to information us of your availability.
Next steps for panel assessors
A panel assessor training day has been organised for 31 May 2012. If you would like to reserve a place on this please email us. If you are unable to attend the 31 May another training day will be scheduled to take place before the end of the year.
National Review of Asthma Deaths (NRAD)
To receive regular updates on the project Please email your contact details to nrad@rcplondon.ac.uk. If you would like to be removed from our mailing list please click here.
Notify us of an asthma death anywhere in the UK between 1 February 2012 and 31 January 2013
If you become aware of someone who has died from asthma, in the UK, between 1 February 2012 and 31 January 2013 please notify the NRAD team as soon as possible. Details on how to notify us are available on the NRAD website: http://www.rcplondon.ac.uk/nrad We will also be receiving notifications from the Office of National Statistics (ONS) for the purpose of case ascertainment. If we are notified of a case from a hospital/practice from ONS we will contact you to ask you to complete the relevant forms. 
Call for panel assessors
We are currently looking for professionals who have an interest in respiratory medicine to be panel assessors (e.g. consultants, GPs, respiratory nurses). Panel assessors must currently be in clinical practice or have retired within the previous five years. Please go to www.rcplondon.ac.uk/nrad for further information on the role and how you can apply.
Travel expenses (in accordance with RCP travel policy) for training days and panel meetings will be available to assessors unable to claim travel expenses from their employing NHS trust. Please contact the dedicated RCP travel agent, Supersonic Travel, to book travel quoting NRAD and the date of the event as the reference on 020 7240 2552 or email simon@supersonictravel.biz.
Map of current assessors
Please find below a map showing the current spread of assessors across the UK.
To see a full size version of this map please click here.
Please note:
The NRAD has received approval from the National Information Governance Board (NIGB) to collect patient identifiable information without consent, under Section 251 of the NHS Act 2006. Reference ECC 8-02(FT2)/2011.
The NRAD now appears on the Quality Accounts list for 2012-2013.
Secondary care -local coordinators
In order for us to catch as many of these deaths as possible we have identified 'local coordinators' within each of the UK NHS trusts to support the project. If you would like to know who has already been nominated from your trust please email nrad@rcplondon.ac.uk.
Please circulate this newsletter to your colleagues. Other raising awareness materials are available from www.rcplondon.ac.uk/nrad
Primary Care
Deaths within the community are going to be particularly challenging to capture. In order for the NRAD to achieve the maximum level of notification possible we would value the support of the UK's GPs and their practices. All documentation is available on the RCP website and we would very much appreciate if GPs could use this to notify us of their asthma deaths www.rcplondon.ac.uk/nrad.
